
 

The Basics of Hebrew Nouns and Adjectives

I..  Nouns appear in two genders and two numbers1 and two states:

M. S. absolute דָּבָר M. Pl. absolute דְּבָרִים
M. S. construct דְּבַר  M. Pl. construct דִּבְרֵי
F. S. absolute תּוֹרָה F. Pl. absolute תּוֹרוֹת
F. S. construct תּוֹרַת F. Pl. construct תּוֹרוֹת

II.  Construct chains consist of one, two, or more nouns in the construct state followed by one 
(or rarely two) nouns in the absolute state.  Construct chains may be definite or indefinite.  If the 
chain is definite, every noun should be preceded by the article “the.”  A construct chain is 
definite if the word in the absolute is definite.  Absolute nouns are definite if...

a. They have the definite article:  דְּבַר הָאִשָּׁה  the word of the woman
b. They are a proper noun:  דְּבַר יהוה the word of Yahweh
c. They have a possessive suffix דְבַר תּוֹרָתִי  the word of my law

III.  Adjectives can appear in the attributive position (a good word) or in the predicate position 
(a word is good).2  An adjective in the attributive position will agree with its noun in gender, 
number, and definiteness (definite article, proper noun, noun with suffix).  It will also follow the 
noun.

a good word דָּבָר טוֹב the good word or הַדָּבָר הַטּוֹב
good words דְּבָרִים טוֹבִים the good words or הַדְּבָרִים הַטּוֹבִים
a good law תּוֹרָה טוֹבָה the good law or הַתּוֹרָה הַטּוֹבָה
good laws תּוֹרוֹת טוֹבוֹת the good laws or הַתּוֹרוֹת הַטּוֹבוּת

The comparative use of adjectives is normally expressed by adjective + מן + noun that is 
surpassed.  ׁמָתוֹק מִדְּבַש  sweeter than honey.

IV. The definite article consists of a ה prefixed to a noun or adjective.  The standard 
vocalization is ה + pát

¯
ah.  + dagesh forte.  Before gutturals there will be compensative lengthening 

or virtual doubling (examples in Seow, p. 54).

V. Prepositions may be prefixes or separate words.  If the noun lacks the definite article the 
prefixed preposition will be pointed with a vocal Shewa. בְּדָבָר in a word.  If the noun has the 
definite article the same rules for vocalization apply as in paragraph IV.  בַּדָּבָר in the word.

------------------------------------

1A dual also rarely occurs.  It is used primarily with parts of the body that appear in pairs.
2Demonstrative adjectives follow the same rules.



VI. Possession is normally expressed by adding suffixes to nouns.  

For singular nouns, suffixes of Type A (pp. 97-98) are used.  They resemble very closely the 
suffixes used with the preposition ל (p. 94).

לוֹ סוּסָתוֹ                      סוּסוֹ  
לָהּ סוּסָהּ סוּסָתָהּ
לְךָ סוּסְךָ סוּסָתְךָ
לָךְ סוּסֵךְ סוּסָתֵךְ
לִי סוּסִי סוּסָתִי
לָהֶם סוּסָם סוּסָתָם
¼להֶן סוּסָן סוּסָתָן
לִָכֶם סוּסְכֶם סוּסַתְכֶם
¼לכֶן סוּסְכֶן סוּסַתְכֶן
לָנוּ סוּסֵנוּ סוּסָתֵנוּ

For plural nouns, suffixes of Type C (pp. 97-98) are used.  They resemble very closely the 
suffixes used with the preposition על (p. 97).  Note that the yōd between the noun and the suffix 
indicates that the noun is plural.

עלָיו סוּסָיו סוּסוֹתָיו
עָלֶיהָ סוּסֶיהָ סוּסוֹתֶיהָ
עָלֶיךָ סוּסֶיךָ סוּסוֹתֶיךָ
עָלַיִךְ סוּסַיִךְ סוּסוֹתַיִךְ
¼עלַי סוּסַי סוּסוֹתַי
עֲלֵיהֶם סוּסֵיהֶם סוּסוֹתֵיהֶם
עֲלֶיהֶן סוּסֵיהֶן סוּסוֹתֵיהֶן
עֲלֵיכֶם סוּסֵיכֶם סוּסוֹתֵיכֶם
עֲלֵיכֶן סוּסֵיכֶן סוּסוֹתֵיכֶן
עָלֶינוּ סוּסֵינוּ סוּסוֹתֵינוּ
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