The Fourth Servant Poem
God:

52:13 Behold my servant will act with insight,
be exalted, raised up, and attain great heights.
52:14 Just as many were astonished at you*
--s0 marred was his appearance beyond that of a human
and his form beyond that of common humanity--
52:15 so will many nations become agitated,?
kings will shut their mouths on account of him.
For what has never been told to them they have seen,
and what they have never heard they understand.

We:3

53:1 Who has believed what we have heard
and to whom has the arm of Y ahweh been so revealed.
53:2 The servant grew up like a sapling before us,*
like a shoot from the parched earth.
There was in him no stately bearing® to make us look at him,
nor physical appearance that would attract usto him.
53:3 He was despised, cut off from people,®
aperson with pains, acquainted with’ illness,
As someone from whom one hides one's face,®
he was despised, and we did not give him a second thought.

A new point of view:

53:4 Surely he has carried our sicknesses and, as for our pains, he bore them.
But we considered him stricken, injured by God, and afflicted.
53:5 Y et he was wounded for our rebellions,
crushed for our iniquities.
The chastisement that would lead to our wholeness was on him,
in his wounds there was healing for us.

1995y MT; or voy “at him.” Consistency would favor “at him.”

2 137> by emendation; MT 711 “so shall he sprinkle (or spatter) many nations.”
3We = the many or the nations or kings.

49p10%; MT 1199 “him” =Y ahweh.

59777 R9...9RN XY,

Soouiox H7m. “frail among human beings.” Cf. Ps 39:5(4): how fleeting my life is.
or “known by” or “experienced in.”

8]s Y ahweh the one who hides the face? Or does this refer to someone so miserable that we can’t
bear looking at that person?
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53:6 All we like sheep had wandered away,
Each one had turned to his or her own way.
But Y ahweh caused to alight on him the iniquity of usall.

53:7 He was oppressed and he was afflicted,®
but he did not open his mouth.
Like alamb led to the daughter,
and like a ewe before her shearersis silent,
he did not open his mouth.
53:8 After his arrest and trial'® he was taken away,*
And who gave a thought about his fate'??
For he was cut off from the land of the living,
beaten to death'® because of the rebellion of my people.'4
53:9 Aye, he made his grave with the wicked,
his tomb with evildoers.'®
Although he had done no violence,
and no deceit was found in his mouth.

53:10 Y ahweh seemed to take pleasure in crushing him,

in making him sick.
Y et since his life was made!® a reparation offering!’ for sin,

he shall see his descendants,

he shall prolong hislife

and the good pleasure of Y ahweh will prosper in his hand.!®
53:11 After his great turmoil,

he will see light!® and be satisfied

°0r “he bowed down,” expressing the reaction of the servant.

Opowinm ~xyn. Others: “From oppression/imprisonment and judgment” or “by legal restraint.”.
1A euphemism for dying?

120r: about his generation.

Bnm? va1. MT m? v33. ablow came to thenvhim. LXX nyfn eig avatov.

14Qumran 1y “his people.”

Bnna vy nx. MT vpna 2wy nxy “and with the rich man in his deaths.”

Bayn; MT own “you make.” Cf. the 2nd person address to the servant in 52:14. Conjecture: o>
If he mades hislife....

M Traditionally: guilt offering. A reparation offering provides compensation when someone has
infringed God'’ s rights, harmed God’ s name, or otherwise wronged God.

18T hrough the servant’s ministry the people will grow and flourish, and thus Y ahweh'’s plan will
be fulfilled. Goldingay.

199yx is added with LX X and the Dead Sea Scrolls.
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God:

By his experiential union with a suffering, sinful people® the righteous one, my servant, will
cause many to be considered righteous,
he will bear their iniquities.
53:12 Therefore | will divide for him a portion with the many,
and he will share booty with the strong.
Because he poured himself out unto death,
was numbered with the rebels.
He carried the sin of the many,
and for the rebels he prayed.

Ralph W. Klein
April 28, 2008--5253.nb

Pargphrase. MT 'ny12 By hisknowledge. Some: By his humiliation.
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