Rulesfor Analyzing Hebrew Verbs
Ralph W. Klein © January, 2004

Note 1. Please call any errorsor unclarities to my attention.
Note 2. When aroot is called “pé waw” in this document, the dictionary
formis, of course, written with aninitial yod.

1. Learn thoroughly Qal Perfect and Imperfect so that you can write and
recite them and so that you can recognize instantaneously that a suffix
like op indicates 2mp Perfect. The PGN (person, gender, number) of any
Perfect or Imperfect verb form in any Pattern can be identified by
knowledge of the Qal Paradigm. In every Pattern there are two stems:
The Perfect Stem and the Imperfect Stem (usually the Imperative,
Infinitive Construct and Infinitive Absolute, and Participle are based on
the Imperfect Stem). In the Qal and Niphal the Infinitive Absolute and
Participle are not based on this stem and must be memorized).
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2. Begin analysis of any verb form by marking off the prefixes and
suffixes.

nowvp hlielrle Efalgh!
The first example is Perfect 2fs (n), the second 3fp or 2fp Imperfect (n

m1), and all we can say about the third (3) is that it is 3 common plural
perfect or masculine plural imperative.
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3. For the Perfects of the Derived Patterns (everything but Qal), let the
name of the Pattern be your guide (that is, the 3mswill sound like the
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name of the Pattern). Niphal beginswith nun, Piel and Pual have a
dages Forte in their middle character and can be distinguished by their
vowel sequence (i-efor Piel, or u-afor Pual); Hiphil, Hophal, and
Hithpael begin with Hi-, Ho- (games hattp) and Hith- respectively.
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4. If an Imperfect has ayod prefix, it isa3m form (singular or plura);
If it has ataw prefix, itisa3f or 2m-2f form (singular or plural);
if it has an aleph or nun prefix it isa 1st person form (singular and

plural respectively).
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5. ldentify the Pattern of Imperfects and other forms based on the
Imperfect Stem by the recognition points.

Qal: hireg-sewa’. > or p1, etc.
Niphal: Niphal triangle %> (formed by hireg--dages forte--games)

With a Guttural %> (Compensative lengthening instead of
dages forte)

PeWaw 2wy (Note the Niphal triangle)

(With aHollow Verb 1320 The dages results from the assimilation
of the Nun of the Niphal)

Piel and Pual: A dages forte will be in the middle letter and a vocal
sewa’ under the prefix consonant; one can distinguish Piel from Pual

by the sound of the vowels (a Pual will have a gibbus under the first root
consonant). The dages sometimes disappears when there is a Sewa’
under the letter (Seow, p. 59).
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oup> ouR

Note: By definition ahollow verb cannot double its middle
letter. Instead we have Polel (o»°) and Polal (22)3). That
IS, the final letter of theroot is doubled. These patterns also
have Perfect tenses.

Hiphil: Note the patah under the prefix > vp:

[Sometimes a patah will show up in the Qal before verbs beginning
with a guttural 72y].

Hophal: Note the games hatip under the prefix followed by a silent
sewa’ Lup.

A games hatip is a short vowel and appears only in a closed,

unaccented syllable. Before dages forte, the games hatip is
replaced by aqibbtis. w31 Hophal Perfect from waa.

Hithpael: yith-, tith-, >eth-, or nith- prefix n1,n% ,nn ,n> There will also
be adages forte in the middle letter of the root.

Note: By definition a hollow verb cannot double its middle | etter.
Instead we have Hithpolel (anpn?). Thatis, the final letter of theroot is
doubled. This pattern also has a Perfect tense.

hkhkkkhkhhkkkhkhhkhkhkhkhhkhkhkhhhkhkhhhkhkhkhhkhkhkhhkhdhkhhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkkhkhkhkkkkhkkkk,*k*x

6. In Piel through Hithpael the Participles begin with amém and are
based on the imperfect stem.
29Rn, 2URR, UpR, 9P, OF 9Rmn

In the Qal and Niphal the participles are not based on the imperfect
stem and must be memorized:
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Qal Active Qal Passive Niphal
b IR 0P

o (Qal active participle from a Hollow verb)
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7. The Jussive is distinguished from the Imperfect in the Strong Verb
only in the Hiphil. The vowel is shortened in the second syllable. In all
other Patterns the forms can be either Imperfect or Jussive.

Hiphil Imperfect >vp>  Hiphil Jussive %vp>

(In the weak verbs, the Jussive is distinguished from the imperfect by a
shortening of the stem vowel)
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8. Theimperativeisformed in the Qal and Piel by removing the prefix
from the 2nd person imperfect forms and making necessary vowel
changes for other genders and numbers (see Rule of sewa’, Seow, p. 56).
In the Niphal, Hiphil, and Hithpael, a hé replaces the taw of the
imperfect prefix, and in the Hiphil 2ms a séré also replaces the hireq as
the stem vowel.

Qal %vp  Nipha Svpn Piel Sup  Hiphil Supn Hithpael Svpni
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9. Theinfinitive construct is formed the same way as the imperative 2ms
in Qal, Niphal, Piel, and Hithpael. In the Hiphil, the infinitive construct
IS0pD .

A final taw (n) indicates a Qal Infinitive construct in

PeYod: now from2aw» . (Note the loss of theinitial yod)
With suffix: >naw. Cf. n3% from 75:.
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Pe Nun: ny fromwai. (Notetheloss of theinitial nin)
With suffix *nwy . Cf. nop from nph. With suffix *np.

A final n1isthe sign of an Infinitive Construct in all Patterns for
Lamed Hé verbs.
Qa nuafromnia P m% from o,
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10. Theinfinitive absolute, from Piel to Hithpael, has similar
recognition points to those of the Imperfect.
Piel up or Sup (dages forte in the middle letter of the root), Pual
Yup (dages forte in the middie letter of the root), Hiphil 2vpi
(pathah in the prefix), Hophal Svipn (games hatap in the prefix), and
Hithpael Yvpni (hith- prefix and dages forte in the middle |etter
of the root)

In the Qal and Niphal the infinitive absolutes are not based on the
imperfect stem. The Qal should be memorized.

Qa "up Niphal 21p1 or "1wpn Both Niphal forms are rare.
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11. If only two root consonants appear in averb form, the following
ruleswill help discover the third consonant.

a. If there are only two root consonants, and the first is pointed with
dages forte, the word is Pe Nun.

vy fromwa . Cf. npn from npb
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Pe Nin verbs tend to have the first letter of the root
assimilated (daggs forte appearsin the following
consonant). They act like the Strong Verbsin Piel and

Pual.

Niphal Perfect w31 from * w33

Hiphil Perfect w»37 from * w317

Hophal Perfect (qibbis replaces games hattp before a
daggs forte) wag from *wang

Hophal Imperfect 1cs wix from the root w1 .

b. If there are only two root consonants, and the prefix and the first
two root consonants (that is, up to the second consonant, but not
beneath it) are pointed like the Srong Verb, the word islamed hé.

1230 Qal Imperfect, 2mp, from 17193
niy Piel Perfect, 2ms, from iy

The Jussives of Lamed Hé Verbs are apocopated (shortened):
Qal Imperfect 7% Qal Jussive 5y’
Qal waw consecutive with imperfect 51
Piel Imperfect 773 Piel Jussive 5
cf. waw consecutive with the imperfect 137 instead
of MmN
Hiphil Imperfect 7%32; Hiphil Jussive ).

c. If there are only two root consonants, and they are separated by a
long vowel, the word may be Hollow ‘Ayin Waw or ‘Ayin Yod). Note
rules “c” and “d” belong together.

Qal Imperfect Qal Jussive
o> and oo op> and o?
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d. If there are only two root consonants, and the prefix of the
imperfect is pointed with a games in an open syllable, theverbis
Hollow and the pattern is Qal or Hiphil.

Qal Imperfect o3> or o°i> from o and o°w.
Qal Jussive op> or oty derived from oip or ooiy.

Qal Imperfect with Waw Consecutive op» or a1 derived
from oip or ow.

Hiphil Imperfect o°p: or o> derived from o or o*¥.
Hiphil Jussive op> or o> derived from o3 or o°w.

Hiphil Imperfect with Waw Consecutive aop» or oy derived
from oip or ow.

Note: the Qal and Hiphil Imperfects of ‘Ayin Y 6d verbs
areidentical.
oo i1s Qal or Hiphil Imperfect 3ms from ooy,

e. If there are only two root consonants, and the prefix is pointed
with a Naturally Long vowel [a vowel usually written with a vowel
letter], the word is Pé Waw, Pé Yad, or Hollow.

PeWaw (the examples cited are from 2, 7%° and 7).
Niphal 2vh: perfect. The imperfect isregular: 2wy
(Niphal Triangle)
Niphal infinitive construct 797 .
Hiphil Perfect 797
Hiphil Imperfect 75
Hophal 77 and 7737 Imperfect and Perfect from 7
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Pe Y od (true pé yod)
Hiphil 2°v>3 from 2w

Hollow
Hophal opy and opin Imperfect and Perfect from oip.

Note: Pé Waw and Hollow roots have the same
kind of Hophal forms. Theoretically, op3m
could come from either op> or op.

The Hiphil perfect of Hollow verbsis o°p3 (3ms) and
mnpa (2ms; note vowel reduction in the
propretone). Though these forms do not have a

naturally long vowel in the prefix and therefore do
not fit thisrule, the hé prefix is atipoff that they
are Hiphil. The Hiphil participle of Hollow
verbsis oopn.

f. If there are only two root consonants, and the prefix of the Qal
| mperfect is pointed with a seré, the word is Pé Waw.

12y Qal imperfect 3mp from aw. cf. 7% from 1o1
g. If there are only two root consonants, and none of the above rules
applies, the word may be ‘Ayin ‘Ayin.

"Mao ,2°07 ,297 are all from 220 (Qal Perfect 1cs, Hiphil
Perfect 3ms, and Hiphil Imperfect with waw consecutive 3ms

respectively).
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12. Guttural verbs differ from Strong verbs in the following ways:
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F = no dages forte; S = Silent sewa’ replaced by hatép vowel; V =
Vocal sewa’ isreplaced by hatep vowel; A = Preference for
“aclass” vowels. Theletter rés aso does not take dages
forte.

Piel perfect mixn with compensative lengthening
a3 with virtual doubling

- —_

772 No dages fortein the rés

Qal imperfect 7y hatép vowel for silent sewa’ and
preference for “a’ vowel

Qal imperative Ty hatép vowel for vocal sewa’

khkkkhkhkkhkhkhkhhkhkhkhhkhkhkhhkhkhkhkhhkhkhkhhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhhkhkhkhhkkhkhhkkhkhkkkkkkkkkx*x

Procedurefor Analyzing Hebrew Verbs

13. Examine words to see whether they show any suffixes of the Perfect
or any prefixes (and suffixes) of the Imperfect. These clueswill give
you the tense and the Person, Number, and Gender.
« A verbisaninfinitive construct if it has a prepositionin
front of it (7,2,2), or if it has possessive suffixes like those
used on anoun. Other recognition points of the Imperfect

also apply.

SuPYR, NM2332, AW, PuRY, 2VRaY, WNAWY, 2307
(From left to right: Qal infinitive construct from a
strong verb; Qal infinitive construct with a preposition
from alamed hé verb; Qal infintive construct with a
3ms suffix from wa1; Piel infinitive construct; Niphal
infinitive construct; Qal infinitive construct from Pé
yod with a 3ms suffix; Hiphil infinitive construct from
apé nan verb).

PDF created with FinePrint pdfFactory trial version http://www.fineprint.com



http://www.fineprint.com

Rulesfor Verb Analysis (10)

Infinitive constructs for Lamed Hé verbsend in m
Infinitive constructs for Pé Y o6d and PE NGn verbs
endinn

« A verbisaninfinitive absolute if it is used immediately
before or immediately after afinite verb of the same roaot.

Qal =wp. In other patterns, standard recognition
forms for the Imperfect apply.

« Averbisaparticipleif itis>yp, R in the Qal (active and
passive respectively), 2upi in the Niphal, or hasan prefix in
Piel--Hithpael (other Imperfect recognition points apply).

« A verbis probably an imperative if an imperativeisused in
an English trandation. Imperatives are formed by removing
the n prefix of the Imperfect in Qal or Piel, or by replacing it
with a1 (in Niphal, Hiphil, and Hithpael; other Imperfect
recognition points apply).

14. Object Suffixes
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Rulesfor Verb Analysis (11)

Note: In certain cases the computer forced me to use the letters

of the paradigm word in order to express the Hebrew of the
suffix accurately.

Normal

Perfect PGN Possible Trandlation of
perfect | ending of suffixes
ending | before object suffix

suf- suffix

fixes
3ms 0 lcs A T me
3fs 7. | 0. n 2ms | Jhop Joup TR you (m.)
2ms p n 2fs | 7oup Toup TRup you (f.)
2fsn By 3ms MmoWT ) him or it
1cs °n N 3fs 0 ARbup AR her or it
3cp 3 1cp R iyl us
2mp ap n 2mp ap) you (pl., m.)
2fpIp n 2fp never appears
1cpn th 3mp apie B ablily them (men)

alplofp)
3fp 0P Toup them (women)
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Suffixeswith the Imperfect and Imperative

Normal Normal Suffixes Suf-
imperfect imperative with fixes
prefixes suffixes imperfect with
and or nun
suffixes imperative energic
3ms> 3ms 3ms him
thaiplafp) 17VP
3fsn 3fs o7up 3fs her
n37up
2msn 2ms 0 2ms Hirier you
Toup m.
2fs...n 2fs Hup 2fs THup you
L f.
1cs X 1cs150p 1cs me
J70p
3mp 3mp the
9.0 alplofp) m
m.
3fp 3fp T7vp the
7.0 m.
f.
2mp 2mp 3 2mp you
). nooup m.
pl.
2fp 2fp m 2fp not you
7.0 attested f.
pl.
1cpa 1cp 1cp us
Ehiplafp) EElpdel
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Note: The 3fp and 2fp imperfect and 2fp imperative forms are not attested; they
are replaced by their corresponding mp forms. (G instead of na). Also note: If the
imperfect or imperative form ends in avowel (2fs, 2mp, 3mp), the connecting

vowel between the verb and the suffix is omitted.

15. Identify the root letters in the form--usually two or three
will be present. Choose the third letter. See#11 above for a
list of rules on how to determine the third root consonant.

16. Determine the Pattern of the verb:
A. If the verb (according to #13 above) is Perfect, the
recognition points are the following:
Qal--no prefixes, no dageses
Niphal--N prefix
Piel-Pual--dages fortein middle letter. (Look
for the “u” vowel in the Pual)
Hiphil--1 prefix (3 [strong verbg], 171 [pé waw].;
or 7 [hollow], 7 [gutturals])
Hophal--p3, (37 [pé waw or hollow], 77 [pé nan])
Hithpael--n3

B. If the verb (according to #13 above) is Imperfect, the
recognition points are the following:
Qal--p° (, p, 8, 1 for Pé Yod; > etc. for Hollow)
Niphal--> (Niphal triangle). % with inital
guttural
Piel-Pual--?vp> (Note sewa’ under the prefix and
dages forte in the middle letter)
Hiphil--p> (3> Pé waw; » Pé yod, > Hollow)
Hophal--p> (»» for Hollow or Pé Y 6d; > for Pé
Nan)
Hithpael--n>, etc.
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