
Rules for Analyzing Hebrew Verbs
   

 Ralph W. Klein   “  January, 2004
                                 
Note 1:  Please call any errors or unclarities to my attention.
Note 2:  When a root is called êpe waw„  in this document, the dictionary 
form is, of course, written with an initial yod.

1. Learn thoroughly Qal Perfect and Imperfect so that you can write and 
recite them and so that you can recognize instantaneously that a suffix 
like ת ְֶּ  indicates 2mp Perfect. The PGN (person, gender, number) of any 
Perfect or Imperfect verb form in any Pattern can be identified by 
knowledge of the Qal Paradigm.  In every Pattern there are two stems: 
The Perfect Stem and the Imperfect Stem (usually the Imperative, 
Infinitive Construct and Infinitive Absolute, and Participle are based on 
the Imperfect Stem).  In the Qal and Niphal the Infinitive Absolute and 
Participle are not based on this stem and must be memorized).
          
 ********************************************************** 

2. Begin analysis of any verb form by marking off the prefixes and 
suffixes.                     

ּהקטוָנ    הקטלֶּ ēָחמֶ     

The first example is Perfect 2fs (ֶּל), the second 3fp or 2fp Imperfect (    ֶּ
 is that it is 3 common plural (מֶ) and all we can say about the third ,(וָנ
perfect or masculine plural imperative .

 ********************************************************** 

3. For the Perfects of the Derived Patterns (everything but Qal), let the 
name of the Pattern be your guide (that is, the 3ms will sound like the 
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name of the Pattern).  Niphal begins with nun, Piel and Pual have a 
dagš s  Forte in their middle character and can be distinguished by their 
vowel sequence (i-e for Piel, or u-a for Pual); Hiphil, Hophal, and 
Hithpael begin with Hi-, Ho- (qames. h.atup) and Hith-  respectively.  

 ********************************************************** 

4. If an Imperfect has a yod prefix, it is a 3m form (singular or plural); 
 if it has a ta w prefix, it is a 3f or 2m-2f form (singular or plural); 
 if it has an aleph or nun prefix it is a 1st person form (singular and   
  plural respectively).

 ********************************************************** 

5. Identify the Pattern of Imperfects and other forms based on the 
Imperfect Stem by the recognition points.             

Qal: h.ıreq-seăwיD.  ִֵלה or ֵָלה , etc.  

Niphal: Niphal triangle  וִֵהֶןקט   (formed by h.ıreq--dagš s  forte--qames.)

        With a Guttural  ןוִבןחא  (Compensative lengthening instead of    
  dagš s  forte)

 Pe Waw ש (Note the Niphal triangle) וִֵמֶןֹׁ

 (With a Hollow Verb כֶַמא ִֵ  The dagš s  results from the assimilation 
  of the Nun of the Niphal)

Piel and Pual: A dagš s  forte will be in the middle letter and a vocal 
seăwיD under the prefix consonant; one can distinguish Piel from Pual 
by the sound of the vowels (a Pual will have a qibbus. under the first root 
consonant).  The dagš s  sometimes disappears when there is a seăwיD 
under the letter (Seow, p. 59).

                                               Rules for Verb Analysis (2)
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 לדִהקֶֻט   לִהֻןקֶט

Note:  By definition a hollow verb cannot double its middle 
letter.  Instead we have Polel (ת ת) and Polal (לִהכמןח  That  .(לִהמ�חֻ
is, the final letter of the root is doubled.  These patterns also 
have Perfect tenses.

Hiphil: Note the patah.  under the prefix ט  ִֻלהקִֵ

 [Sometimes a patah° will show up in the Qal before verbs beginning
   with a guttural גֲִֻכחע].

Hophal: Note the qames. h. at.up under the prefix followed by a silent
  seăwיD וִלהקֻט.   

 A qames. h.at.up is a short vowel and appears only in a closed,    
 unaccented syllable.  Before dagš s  forte, the qames. h.at.up is
 replaced by a qibbus..  ֹׁ ֹׁ Hophal Perfect from  דנךֶֻ ךָ .

Hithpael: yith-, tith-, Deth-, or nith- prefix ֵּּלּ, בְלּ, ֵָל  There will also  ִֵלּ, 
be a dagš s  forte in the middle letter of the root.
Note:  By definition a hollow verb cannot double its middle letter.  
Instead we have Hithpolel (ת  That is, the final letter of the root is  .(ִֵלּהמ�ןח
doubled.  This pattern also has a Perfect tense.
                                                       
 ********************************************************** 

6. In Piel through Hithpael the Participles begin with a mem and are 
based on the imperfect stem.
ט ,לחדהוקֶט ,לחהֻןקֶט         חֵלּהֻןקֶט or ,וחלהוקט ,חֻלהקִֵ

 In the Qal and Niphal the participles are not based on the imperfect 
  stem and must be memorized:

                                               Rules for Verb Analysis (3)
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   Qal Active    Qal Passive    Niphal
                              
 ֵָלהוקט                 והקמֶט            כהןקט   

ת                              (Qal active participle from a Hollow verb) וה

 ********************************************************** 
7. The Jussive is distinguished from the Imperfect in the Strong Verb 
only in the Hiphil.  The vowel is shortened in the second syllable.  In all 
other Patterns the forms can be either Imperfect or Jussive.        

Hiphil Imperfect  ט  ִֻלהןקט  Hiphil Jussive     ִֻלהקִֵ

(In the weak verbs, the Jussive is distinguished from the imperfect by a 
shortening of the stem vowel)

 ********************************************************** 

8.  The imperative is formed in the Qal and Piel by removing the prefix 
from the 2nd person imperfect forms and making necessary vowel 
changes for other genders and numbers (see Rule of seăwיD, Seow, p. 56).  
In the Niphal, Hiphil, and Hithpael, a he replaces the taw of the 
imperfect prefix, and in the Hiphil 2ms a s.š re also replaces the h.ıreq as 
the stem vowel.
Qal להכקט      Niphal נֵוהֶןקט     Piel הֻןקֶט      Hiphil נֻלהןקט      Hithpael נֵלּהֻןקֶט

 ********************************************************** 

9. The infinitive construct is formed the same way as the imperative 2ms 
in Qal, Niphal, Piel, and Hithpael.  In the Hiphil, the infinitive construct 
is ט . נֻלהקִֵ

 A final taw (ּ ) indicates a Qal Infinitive construct in
  Pe Yod: ּ שְ ְֹׁ    from ש ֹׁ  ִ. (Note the loss of the initial yod)  
   With suffix:  ִֵֵֶֹּלׁש.  Cf. ּ .נטצ from טְְַ

                                               Rules for Verb Analysis (4)
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  Pe Nun: ּ ְֹׁ ֹׁ from    ךְֶ ךָ  .  (Note the loss of the initial nun) 
   With suffix ִֵֶֹּׁךֵֶל .  Cf. ּ ēֻֻה from ēטה. With suffix ִֵֶּהֻלנ.

 A final ּ  is the sign of an Infinitive Construct in all Patterns for כמ
  Lamed He verbs.
  Qal ּ נ from לשֶכָמ שָ      Piel ּ   . ךטנ from   ךֶֻטֶכמ

 ********************************************************** 
10.  The infinitive absolute,  from Piel to Hithpael, has similar 
recognition points to those of the Imperfect.  
 Piel הֻןקֶט or הֻכקֶט (dagš s  forte in the middle letter of the root), Pual
dagš) דהכקֶט   s  forte in the middle letter of the root), Hiphil נֻלהןקט
 (pathah.  in the prefix), Hophal ונלהןקט (qames. h.at.up in the prefix), and
  Hithpael נֵלּהֻןקֶט (hith- prefix and dagš s  forte in the middle letter
  of the root)

In the Qal and Niphal the infinitive absolutes are not based on the 
imperfect stem.  The Qal should be memorized.

 Qal  והקכמט             Niphal ֵָלהקכמט or נֵוהֶקכמט  Both Niphal forms are rare.

 ********************************************************** 

11. If only two root consonants appear in a verb form, the following 
rules will help  discover the third consonant.

                                                       
a. If there are only two root consonants, and the first is pointed with 
da ges forte, the word is Pe Nun.

 ֹׁ ֹׁ from  ךִֵֶֻ ךָ  .  Cf. ēֵֶֶֻּה  from ēטה 

                                               Rules for Verb Analysis (5)
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 Pe Nun verbs tend to have the first letter of the root
 assimilated (dagš s  forte appears in the following
 consonant).  They act like the Strong Verbs in Piel and 
 Pual.  

  Niphal Perfect  ֹׁ ךֵֶָֻ  from *ֹׁ לֵָךֶָֻ  
  Hiphil Perfect  ֹׁ ֹׁ* from נֵךִֵֶ  נֵלךִֵֶָ
  Hophal Perfect (qibbus°. replaces qames. hat.up before a 
     dagš s  forte) ֹׁ ֹׁ* from דנךֶֻ                        ונלךֶָֻ
  Hophal Imperfect 1cs  ֹׁ ֹׁ from the root דבךֶֻ ךָ  .

b. If there are only two root consonants, and the prefix and the first 
two root consonants (that is, up to the second consonant, but not 
beneath it) are pointed like the Strong Verb, the word is la med hˆ .                         

ֵֶלּךטמֶ   Qal Imperfect, 2mp, from ךטנ 
ֲִֵֶָוּ   ֵPiel Perfect, 2ms, from ֲָנ  
 
 The Jussives of Lamed He Verbs are apocopated (shortened):
  Qal Imperfect  לִֵךטְנ  Qal Jussive  ךְִֵט   
  Qal waw consecutive with imperfect מֻךְִֵֶט
  Piel Imperfect לךִֻטְֶנ   Piel Jussive לךִֻט 
   cf. waw consecutive with the imperfect ֻׂמ instead מֻלִ
     of מֻלִ�מְֶׂנ
  Hiphil Imperfect ךִֻטְנ;   Hiphil Jussive ךְְִט.

c. If there are only two root consonants, and they are separated by a 
long vowel, the word may be Hollow �Ayin Wa w or �Ayin Yod).  Note 
rules ” cƁ  and ” dƁ  belong together.

 Qal Imperfect                   Qal Jussive    
ת  ת and  וִהמֶ ת                     ורִִֵׁ ת and וִכה וִןרׁ

                                               Rules for Verb Analysis (6)
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d. If there are only two root consonants, and the prefix of the 
imperfect is pointed with a qa mes. in an open syllable, the verb is 
Hollow and the pattern is Qal or Hiphil.

 Qal Imperfect ת ת or וִהמֶ ת from ורִִֵׁ ת and המ ִֹׁ .

 Qal Jussive ת ת or וִכה ת derived from וִןרׁ ת or המֶ .רִֵׁ

 Qal Imperfect with Waw Consecutive ת ת or מֻווִֶה derived מֻורְִֶׁ
   from ת ת or המֶ .רִֵׁ

 Hiphil Imperfect ת ת or וִהִֵ ת derived from ורִִֵׁ ת or המֶ .רִֵׁ

 Hiphil Jussive ת ת or וןִה ת derived from וִןרׁ ת or המֶ .רִֵׁ

 Hiphil Imperfect with Waw Consecutive ת ת or מֻוִֶהְ derived מֻורְִֶׁ
   from ת ת or המֶ .רִֵׁ

  Note:  the Qal and Hiphil Imperfects of �Ayin Yod verbs
   are identical.
ת    ת is Qal or Hiphil Imperfect 3ms from ורִִֵׁ .רִֵׁ

e. If there are only two root consonants, and the prefix is pointed 
with a Naturally Long vowel [a vowel usually written with a vowel 
letter], the word is Pˆ  Wa w, Pˆ  Yod, or Hollow.

 Pe Waw   (the examples cited are from ש ֹׁ טע ִ,  ִand סִע).
  Niphal ש ֹֻׁ ש  :perfect.  The imperfect is regular כָמ וִֵמֶןֹׁ
    (Niphal Triangle)
  Niphal infinitive construct נֵמֶןטע .
  Hiphil Perfect  ִע      נכמטֵ
  Hiphil Imperfect  ִע   כִמטֵ
  Hophal  מִֶסֻע and נמֶסֻע  Imperfect and Perfect from סִע                                

                                               Rules for Verb Analysis (7)
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 Pe Yod (true pe yod)
  Hiphil ש קִֵ ש from ןנִ ִק

 Hollow
  Hophal ת ת and מִֶהֻ ת Imperfect and Perfect from  נמֶהֻ .המֶ

   Note:  Pe Waw and Hollow roots have the same
     kind of Hophal forms.  Theoretically, ת נמֶהֻ
     could come from either ת ה  ִor ת .המ

  The Hiphil perfect of Hollow verbs is ת and (3ms) ןנהִֵ
חכמוּ     2ms; note vowel reduction in the) גנהִֵ
    propretone).  Though these forms do not have a  
   naturally long vowel in the prefix and therefore do  
   not fit this rule, the hˆ  prefix is a tipoff that they
   are Hiphil.  The Hiphil participle of Hollow 
   verbs is ת .ןחהִֵ

f. If there are only two root consonants, and the prefix of the Qal 
Imperfect is pointed with a s.erˆ , the word is Pˆ  Wa w.

שמֶ  ש Qal imperfect 3mp from   ןִלֹׁ ֹׁ .ִ        cf. ןןִטלצ from נטצ

g. If there are only two root consonants, and none of the above rules 
applies, the word may be �Ayin �Ayin.

שֶכמִֵּ  ש, ֻ• ש, ןנִֵ• ןִֶֶֻ• ש are all from מֻ Qal Perfect 1cs, Hiphil) •ש
 Perfect 3ms, and Hiphil Imperfect with waw consecutive 3ms
 respectively).

 ********************************************************** 

12. Guttural verbs differ from Strong verbs in the following ways:                       

                                               Rules for Verb Analysis (8)
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 F = no dagš s  forte; S = Silent seăwיD replaced by h.at.š p vowel; V =
   Vocal seăwיD is replaced by h.at.š p vowel; A = Preference for
   êa-class„  vowels.  The letter rˆs also does not take dagš s
   forte.

  Piel perfect  ֶּןחבֻלָו with compensative lengthening
with virtual doubling חֵנֻס      
No dagš  ןשֶןסלצ      s  forte in the res
 
  Qal imperfect   גֲִֻכחע h.at.ep vowel for silent seăwיD and
    preference for êa„  vowel

  Qal imperative גֲכחע h.atš p vowel for vocal seăwיD 

 ********************************************************** 
Procedure for Analyzing Hebrew Verbs

13. Examine words to see whether they show any suffixes of the Perfect 
or any prefixes (and suffixes) of the Imperfect.  These clues will give 
you the tense and the Person, Number, and Gender.

â  A verb is an infinitive construct if it has a preposition in 
front of it (ט, שַ, ), or if it has possessive suffixes like those 
used on a noun.  Other recognition points of the Imperfect 
also apply.

ּ ,טֵלהכקט שֵֶלךטכמ כֶּמ , ֹׁ כּמ ,לטנֵוהֶןקט ,לטהֻןקֶט ,ךֵֶ  לטנֻןֶׂט ,לטֵֹלׁש
 (From left to right:  Qal infinitive construct from a
  strong verb; Qal infinitive construct with a preposition  
 from a lamed he verb; Qal infintive construct with a
 3ms suffix from ֹׁ ךָ ; Piel infinitive construct; Niphal
 infinitive construct; Qal infinitive construct from Pe
  yod with a 3ms  suffix; Hiphil infinitive construct from
  a pe nun verb).

                                               Rules for Verb Analysis (9)
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 Infinitive constructs for Lamed He verbs end in ּ כמ
 Infinitive constructs for Pe Yod and Pe Nun verbs
   end in ּ
 

â  A verb is an infinitive absolute if it is used immediately 
before or immediately after a finite verb of the same root.

Qal = והקכמט.  In other patterns, standard recognition 
forms for the Imperfect apply.
 

â  A verb is a participle if it is והקמֶט ,כהןקט in the Qal (active and 
passive respectively), ֵָלהוקט in the Niphal, or has a ח prefix in 
Piel--Hithpael (other Imperfect recognition points apply).

â  A verb is probably an imperative if an imperative is used in 
an English translation.  Imperatives are formed by removing 
the ּ  prefix of the Imperfect in Qal or Piel, or by replacing it 
with a נ (in Niphal, Hiphil, and Hithpael; other Imperfect 
recognition points apply).

14. Object Suffixes

                                               Rules for Verb Analysis (10)
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Suffixes with the Perfect Tense

Note:  In certain cases the computer forced me to use the letters 
of the paradigm word in order to express the Hebrew of the 
suffix accurately.

Normal 
perfect 
ending  
  

Perfect 
ending 
before 

suf-
fixes

PGN 
of

object 
suffix

Possible 
suffixes

Translation of

suffix

3ms  0 1cs ִֵָֻ ִֵָ  וִֵָ   me
3fs   ונ ּ ּ   ו  ֻ 2ms הקלטוצ  הקגטוצ   הקטוצ  you (m.)

2ms ֶּו ֶּ 2fs הקןטלצ  הקטְלצ   הקטלצ  you (f.)

2fs ֶּל ִֵֶּ 3ms מֶֶּ      מ�  מ  ונמֶ    him or it
1cs  ִֵֶּ ִֵֶּ 3fs הקוטנֶ    הקטוֶּנֶ   ונ   her or it

3cp ֶמ מֶ 1cp  ֶָמ הקוטמֶָ    us
2mp ת ְֶּ דֶּ 2mp ת ְַ you (pl., m.)
2fp ְֶּא דֶּ 2fp never appears
1cp ֶָמ מֶָ 3mp ת ת   הקוט    הקט

ת הקטֻ
 them (men)

3fp הקוטא   הקטא them (women)

                                               Rules for Verb Analysis (11)
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Suffixes with the Imperfect and Imperative

Normal 
imperfect 
prefixes 
and 
suffixes

Normal 
imperative 
suffixes

Suffixes 
with 
imperfect  
or 
imperative

Suf-
fixes 
with 
nun 
energic

3ms ִ 3ms 
הקןטנמֶ

3ms 
מֶֶָ הקטְ

him

3fs ֶּ 3fs הקטְונ 3fs 
הקטְוֶָנ

her

2ms ֶּ 2ms 0 2ms 
הקטוצ

הקטְוצֶ you 
m.

2fs  ... ֶּ
טִֵ

2fs  ִֵהקט 2fs הקןטלצ you 
f.

1cs ב 1cs ִֵָהקןט 1cs 
הקטְִֵֶָ

me

3mp 
ִ...טמֶ

3mp 
ת הקןט

the
m 
m.

3fp 
ֶּ...וָנ

3fp הקןטא the
m. 
f.

2mp 
ֶּ...מֶ

2mp ֶמ 2mp 
ת הקטְַ

you 
m. 
pl.

2fp 
ֶּ...וָנ

2fp וָנ 2fp not 
attested

you 
f. 
pl.

1cp ָ 1cp 
הקןטמֶָ

1cp 
מֶֶָ הקטְ

us

                                               Rules for Verb Analysis (12)
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Note:  The 3fp and 2fp imperfect and 2fp imperative forms are not attested; they 
are replaced by their corresponding mp forms.  (u instead of n�).  Also note:  If the 
imperfect or imperative form ends in a vowel (2fs, 2mp, 3mp), the connecting 
vowel between the verb and the suffix is omitted.

15. Identify the root letters in the form--usually two or three 
will be present.  Choose the third letter.  See #11 above for a 
list of rules on how to determine the third root consonant.

16. Determine the Pattern of the verb:
A. If the verb (according to #13 above) is Perfect, the 
recognition points are the following:

Qal--no prefixes, no dagš ses
Niphal--N prefix
Piel-Pual--dagš s  forte in middle letter.  (Look 
 for the êu„  vowel in the Pual)
Hiphil--נ prefix (ֵנ [strong verbs], נכמ [pe waw].ןנ 
 or גנ [hollow], ְנ [gutturals])
Hophal--ונלה, (ֶנמ [pe waw or hollow], דנ [pe nun])
Hithpael--ּ נֵ

B. If the verb (according to #13 above) is Imperfect, the 
recognition points are the following:

Qal--ִֵלה (ִןָ ,ןב ,ןֶּ ,ן  for Pe Yod; ִו etc. for Hollow)
Niphal--ֶוִֵה  (Niphal triangle).  ןוִבןחא with inital 
 guttural
Piel-Pual--לִהקֶט  (Note seăwיD under the prefix and 
 dagš s  forte in the middle letter)
Hiphil--ִֻלה (כִמ Pe waw; ִִן Pe yod, ִו Hollow)
Hophal--מִֶ) וִלה for Hollow or Pe Yod; ִד for Pe 
 Nun)
Hithpael--ִֵּל, etc.

                                               Rules for Verb Analysis (13)
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