The Alternative Story
1 KgsLXX 12:2432
Trandation by Zipora Tashir of her reconstructed Hebrew Vorlage; modified and annotated by Ralph
W. Klen

Death of Solomon

a And King Solomon dept with his fathers and was buried with his fathersin the City of David, and
Rehoboam his son reigned in his stead in Jerusdlem.  He was sixteen years old when he became king,
and hereigned twelve yearsin Jerusalem. His mother’ s name was Naamah, daughter of Hanun the son
of Nahash, king of Ammon. He did what was evil in the eyes of Y ahweh and did not walk in the path
of David hisfather.

Jeroboam Revolts against Solomon

b. There was a man from Mount Ephraim, a servant of Solomon, and his name was Jeroboam. His
mother’s name was Zeruah, a progtitute.r Solomon made him supervisor over the forced labor of the
house of Joseph. He built for Solomon Zererah? in Mount Ephraim, and he had three hundred horse-
drawn chariots. It was he who built the Millo with forced |abor of the house of Ephraim. 1t was he who
closed off the city of David.3 He exadted himsdlf over the kingdom.

¢. Solomon sought to have him killed, so he fled in fear to Shishak, king of Egypt, and stayed with him
until the deeth of Solomon.

Jeroboam in Egypt

d. Jeroboam heard in Egypt that Solomon had died,* and he spoke to Shishak, king of Egypt: “Send
me away to my own country.” Shishak replied to him: “Ask what you will and | shdl giveit to you.”

e. Shishak had given Jeroboam Ano, the Sster of Lady Tahpenes, his own wife, for awife. She had
grown up among the king's daughters. She gave hirth to Jeroboam Abijah his son.®

1In Kings his mother isawidow. Her name means “leprous.”

2The same as Zeredah in Kings MT.

3These building projects are credited to Solomon in Kings.

4Asin KingsLXX, it isat the news of Solomon’s death that Jeroboam comes back to Isradl. In Kings
MT, he hears about this and returns after the invitation has gone out to the Shechem assembly.

5This event seems to be developed from the story of Hadad, an Edomite who had revolted, fled to
Egypt and married into Pharaoh’ s family. Hadad' s son was named Genubath 1 Kgs 11:20. Thisson
will later die because of the sins of hisfather.
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f. Jeroboam said to Shishak: “Send me away and | will go.” Jeroboam departed from Egypt and came
to the didrict of Zererah in Mount Ephraim. There dl the tribe of Ephraim gathered and Jeroboam
fortified the place.®

The Sick Child

9. When his child became serioudly ill, Jeroboam went to inquire about the child. He said to Ano his
wife “Go, inquire of God concerning the child whether he will recover from his sickness”

h. There was aman in Shiloh, whose name was Ahijah.” He was sixty years old, and the word of
Y ahweh was with him. Jeroboam said to hiswife: “Take in your hand for the man of God bread and
cakes and grapes and ajar of honey.

i. So the woman took in her hand bread and two cakes and grapes and ajar of honey for Ahijah. The
man was old; his eyes dared in Sghtless vison.

k. When she went up from Zererah® and came to the city, to Ahijah the Shilonite, Ahijah said to his
servant: “Go forth now to meet Ano the wife of Jeroboam and say to her: ‘Y ou cannot delay for
Y ahweh has spoken thus: | have harsh tidings for you.””

I. Ano came up to the man of God and Ahijah said to her: “To what purpose have you brought me
bread and grapes and cakes and ajar of honey? Thus says Yahweh: Behold, as you depart from me
and enter the gate of Zererah, your maidservants will come out to meet you and will say toyou: “The
child is dead.”

m. For thus says Yahweh: “Behold | will cut off from Jeroboam every mae and nayone related to
Jeroboam who diesin the city the dogs will devour, and he that diesin the field the birds of the heaven
will eat. They will lament the child: Alas, master, for he seemed to have the favor of Y ahweh.”

n?. On hearing these words, the woman walked away. When she entered Zererah and the child had
died, she was met by the wail of lament.

The Assembly at Shechem

5Thisfortification seemsto be part of Jeroboam’ s rebellion.

"This prophet isintroduced in 1 Kings 11. In the Alternative Story it is Shemaiah rather than Ahijah
who authorizes Jeroboam to be king.

8In Kings her resdenceis a Tirzah.

9The reason for this judgment on the dynasty stemsis based on his plot against Solomon and
Rehoboam. Ahijah in the Alternative Story is againgt Rehoboam from the start whereasin 1 Kings 11
he promises Jeroboam rule over the ten northern tribes.

Alternative Story, page 2



rP. Jeroboam went to Shechem in Mount Ephraim and assembled the tribes of Isradl there, and
Rehoboam the son of Solomon went to confront him. 10

0. Now theword of Y ahweh had come to Shemaiah the Nehdlamitel! “Take anew garment that has
never been submerged in water and tear it into twelve pieces and give them to Jeroboam and say to
him? ThussaysY ahweh: Taketen of the piecesto cover yoursdf.” And Jeroboam took them.
Shemaiah said: “Thus Y ahweh has said concerning the ten tribes of Isradl .12

p. And the people said to Rehoboam the son of Solomon: “Y our father made his yoke heavy upon us
and histable groaned with good. Now, make it lighter upon us and then we will serve you.”
Rehoboam said to the people: “Within three days | will bring back an answer.”

0. Rehoboam said: “Bring methe elders and | will take counsdl with them about the answer that | will
give back to the people on the third day.” Rehoboam rehearsed in their hearing what the people had
sent to him. The elders of the people! said: “The people were entirely right in what they said to you.”

r. But Rehoboam ignored their counsel because hr didiked it. Summoning to his presence the young
men who had grown up with him he spoke to them in this sense: “ The people have made such and such
demands of me.” And the young men who had grown up with him said: *Y ou shall spesk to the people
thus My little flow isthicker than my father’sloins4 My father chastised you with whips but | shall
chastise you with scorpions.”

s. This pleased Rehoboam and he answered the people as the young men who had grown up with him
advised him.

t. The whole people unanimoudy said each to his neighbor, shouting it doud: “We have no portionin
David nor share in the son of Jesse. To your tents, O Isradl! This man shdl be neither ruler nor king-
designate.”1°

10Asin Kings LXX, Jeroboam does not participate directly in the negotiations a Shechem. Contrast
KingsMT.

11A fase prophet in Jer 29:24-32.

12In 1 Kings 11 Ahijah promises Jeroboam kingship if he remainsfaithful. In the Alternative Story, this
oracle is preceded by the doom announced inv. 9.

13These ddersin the Alternative Story are the respected older members of the community. In Kings
they are merely senior advisors.

14My penisis bigger than my father’s hips. If you think you had it rough under Solomon, you haven't
seen anything yet.

SWhile the Alternative Story is quite critical of Jeroboam, it aso criticizes Rehoboam.
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u. All the people dispersed from Shechem, and each person returned to his or her home. Rehoboam
took hold of himself, mounted his chariot, and went back to Jerusdem. And the whole tribe of Judah
and the whole tribe of Benjamin ralied to his support.1®

X. After about ayear!” Rehoboam assembled dl the men of Judah and Bgamin and went up to fight
Jeroboam at Shechem.

y. Theword of Yahweh came to Shemaiah the man of God: " Tell Rehoboam, King of Judah, and dl
the house of Judah and Benjamin and the rest of the people: Y ahweh has spoken. Y ou shall neither
go up nor fight with your kinamen, the Isradlites. Let each onereutn to his house for it was at my
prompting that this has come about.”

z. They obeyed the word of Y ahweh and turned back in accordance with the word of 'Y ahweh.

16|n Kings sometimes only Judah is referred to, but a other times both Judah and Benjamin are
mentioned.

17In Kings this happens dmost immediately, which makes good strategic sense. Rehoboam would want
to attack before Jeroboam had gotten his house in order.
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