Rulesfor Analyzing Hebrew Verbs
Ralph W. Klein © November, 2006

Note 1: Please call any errors or unclaritiesto my attention
(rklein@lstc.edu)

Note 2. When aroot is called “péwaw” in this document, the
dictionary form is, of course, written with an initial yod.

1. Learn thoroughly the Qal Perfect and Imperfect paradigms so that you
can write and recite them and so that you can recognize instantaneously
that a suffix like ap indicates 2mp Perfect. The PGN (person, gender,
number) of any Perfect or Imperfect verb form in any Pattern can be
identified by knowledge of the Qal Paradigm. In every Paitern there are
two stems: The Perfect Stem and the Imperfect Stem (usually the
Imperative, Infinitive Construct and Infinitive Absolute, and Participle
are based on the Imperfect Stem). In the Qal the Infinitive Absolute and
Participle are not based on this stem and must be memorized). On the
Niphal participle, see below.
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2. Begin analysis of any verb form by marking off the prefixes and
suffixes.

nowvp 73o0Pn Eialgh
The first example is Perfect 2fs (n), the second 3fp or 2fp Imperfect ( n

1), and all we can say about the third (3) is that it is 3 common plural
perfect or masculine plural imperative,
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Rulesfor Verb Analysis (2)

3. For the Perfects of the Derived Patterns (everything but Qal), let the
name of the Pattern be your guide (that is, the 3ms will sound like the
name of the Pattern). Niphal beginswith nln, Piel and Pual have a
dages forte in their middle character and can be distinguished by their
vowel sequence (i-efor Pid, or u-afor Pual); Hiphil, Hophal, and
Hithpadl begin with Hi-, Ho- (games hatlp) and Hith- respectively.

If the form is perfect, asidentified by the suffix, and there are no
prefixes and no dageses, theformisQal. e.g. *nnp from o3ip
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4. If an Imperfect has aydd prefix, it isa3m form (singular or plural);
If it has ataw prefix, it isa3f or 2m-2f form (singular or plural);
If it has an éaleph or nln prefix it isa 1st person form (singular
and plural respectively).
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5. ldentify the Pattern of Imperfects and other forms based on the
Imperfect Stem (usually the Imperative, Infinitive Construct and
Infinitive Absolute, and Participle are based on the Imperfect Stem) by
the recognition points.

Qal: hireg-séwai. p> or 1, €tc.
Niphal: Niphal triangle 5vp> (formed by hireg--dages forte--games)

With a Guttural n%: (Compensative lengthening instead of
dages forte)

PéWaw 2wy (Notethe Niphal triangle)

(With aHollow Verb 1320 The dages results from the assimilation
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Rulesfor Verb Analysis (3)
of the Ndn of the Niphal)

Piel and Pual: A dages forte will bein the middle letter and a vocal
Sawai under the prefix consonant; one can distinguish Piel from Pual

by the sound of the vowels (a Pual will have a gibbls under the first root
consonant).

) )

The dages in the middle letter sometimes disappears when
thereis a S8wai under the letter (Seow, p. 59).

Note: By definition, aHollow verb cannot double its middle
letter. Instead we have patterns called Polel (on»i?°) and
Polal (onp»?). Thatis, thefinal letter of the Hollow root is
doubled. The forms above are Imperfects; these patterns also
have all the other tenses.

Hiphil: Note the patalh under the prefix >°uvp>

[ Sometimes a patalp will show up in the Qal prefix before verbs
beginning with a guttural 7hy°].

Hophal: Note the games hatlp under the prefix followed by a silent
Sawai Hop>.

A games hatlp is a short vowel and appears only in a closed,
unaccented syllable. Before dages forte, the games hatlp is
replaced by a gibbls. w31 = Hophal Perfect from .

Hithpael: yith-, tith-, éeth-, or nith- prefix ni ,n& ,nn ,n> Therewill also
be a dages forte in the middle |etter of the root.

Note: By definition a Hollow verb cannot double its middle letter.
Instead we have Hithpolel (ampn?). That is, the final letter of theroot is
doubled.
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Rulesfor Verb Analysis (4)
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6. In Piel through Hithpael the Participles begin with amém and are
based on the imperfect stem.
20, 29RR, 70D, 29ph, OF JuRm

In the Qal and Niphal the participles are not based on the
imperfect stem and must be memorized:
Qal Active Qal Passive Niphal

bup 0P pleirh

op (Qal active participle from a Hollow verb)
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7. The Jussive is distinguished from the Imperfect in the Strong Verb

only in the Hiphil where the vowel is shortened in the second syllable.

In all other Patterns the forms can be either Imperfect or Jussive.
Hiphil Imperfect >vp>  Hiphil Jussive Hup:

(In the weak verbs, the Jussive is distinguished from the imperfect by a
shortening of the stem vowel)
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8. Theimperativeisformed in the Qal and Pid by removing the prefix
from the 2nd person imperfect forms and making necessary vowel
changes for other genders and numbers (see Rule of S&wai, Seow, p. 56).
In the Niphal, Hiphil, and Hithpael imperative, a hé replaces the taw of
the imperfect prefix, and in the Hiphil 2ms a seré also replaces the hireq
as the stem vowsd!.

Qal %vp  Nipha %vpn  Pid w2 Hiphil Sups  Hithpad Svpni
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9. Theinfinitive construct is formed the same way as the imperative
2msin Qal, Niphal, Pidl, and Hithpadl. In the Hiphil, the infinitive
construct is >*vpi .

A final taw (n) indicates a Qal Infinitive construct in
P&Y0d: naw from aw> . (Notetheloss of theinitial yod)
With suffix: >paw. Cf. nJ% from T%n.
P& NOn: ny3 fromwxa . (Notetheloss of theinitial ndn)
With suffix *awy . Cf. nip from np%. With suffix *nip.

A final niisthesign of an Infinitive Construct in all Patterns for
Lamed Hé verbs.
Qal niiafrommia  Pid ni%y from a9 .
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10. Theinfinitive absolute, from Pidl to Hithpadl, has similar
recognition points to those of the Imperfect.
Piel Hup or Hup (dages forte in the middle letter of the root), Pual
Yup (dages forte in the middle letter of the root), Hiphil Hupi
(pathah in the prefix), Hophal %vpi (games hatlp in the prefix),
and Hithpad 5wvpni (hith- prefix and dages forte in the middle
letter of the root)

In the Qal and Niphal the infinitive absolutes are not based on the
imperfect stem. The Qal should be memorized.

Qal Hivp Niphal %ivp1 or Sivpis Both Niphal forms are rare.

khkkkkhkhkhkkhkhkkkhkhkhkhhhkhkhkhkhkhhhkhkhkhkhhhkhkhkhkhkhhhkhkhkhkhkhhkhkhkhkhkhkkhkkkhkkkkkk*%

11. If only two root consonants appear in averb form, the following
ruleswill help discover the third consonant.
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a. If there are only two root consonants, and the first is pointed
with dages forte, the word is P€ NOn.

vy fromwa . Cf. npn from nps

Pe NOn verbs tend to have thefirst letter of the root
assimilated (dages forte appearsin the following
consonant). They act like the Strong Verbsin Piel and
Pual.

Niphal Perfect w31 from *wii

Hiphil Perfect w7 from * w313

Hophal Perfect (qibblg replaces games hatlp before a
dages forte) wig from *wag

Hophal Imperfect 1cs wir from the root v .

b. If there are only two root consonants, and the prefix and the first
two root consonants (that is, up to the second consonant, but not
beneath it) are pointed like the Strong Verb paradigm, the word is
lamed hé.

123n Qal Imperfect, 2mp, from 93
iy Pid Perfect, 2ms, from niy

The Jussives of Lamed Hé Verbs are apocopated (shortened):
Qal Imperfect 17y Qal Jussive %y
Qal waw consecutive with imperfect 53"
Piel Imperfect 773 Piel Jussive %
cf. waw consecutive with the imperfect 137 instead
of mxn
Hiphil Imperfect 7%3; Hiphil Jussive %y..

Note: The common form 721 is both pe nlin and lamed hé from 152
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c. If there are only two root consonants, and they are separated by
a long vowel, the word may be Hollow (IAyin Waw or (Ayin Yod).
Noterules®c” and “ d” belong together.

Qal Imperfect Qal Jussive

P> and ow» op? and o?

Niphal Perfect Niphal Imperfect from 113
M1 2ms 721 1cp

Hiphil Perfect of oip: o°pi3 3ms; pnopn 2ms

d. If there are only two root consonants, and the prefix of the
imperfect is pointed with a games in an open syllable, the verb is
Hollow and the pattern is Qal or Hiphil.

Qal Imperfect o3> or o°i> from 0P and o°w.

Qal Jussive op> or o> derived from oip or .

Qal Imperfect with Waw Consecutive op* or oy derived
from oip or >. Note that the accent is on the ya syllable,
making the final syllable closed and unaccented.

Hiphil Imperfect o°p> or o°> derived from o3p or o,

Hiphil Jussive op> or o> derived from oip or 2.

Hiphil Imperfect with Waw Consecutive op» or oiy* derived
from oyp or ow.

Note: the Qal and Hiphil Imperfects of [Ayin Yod verbs
are identical.
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Rulesfor Verb Analysis (8)
oot is Qal or Hiphil Imperfect 3ms from o°.
e. If there are only two root consonants, and the prefix is pointed

with a Naturally Long vowel [a vowel usually written with a vowel
letter], the word is Pé Waw, Pé Yod, or Hollow.

PéWaw (the examples cited are from av, 72> and 7).
Niphal 2w perfect. The imperfect isregular: 2wy
(Niphal Triangle)
Niphal infinitive construct 7737 .
Hiphil Perfect 7%i7 3ms; 7% 2ms from 75
Hiphil Imperfect 7% from 7%
Hophal 77 and 7737 Imperfect and Perfect from 7

Pé Yod (true pé yod)
Hiphil 2v°; from 2w

Hollow
Hophal op» and opin Imperfect and Perfect from aip.

Note: PéWaw and Hollow roots have the same
kind of Hophal forms. Theoretically, o
could come from either op> or ovp.

The Hiphil perfect of Hollow verbsisap (3ms) and
nin*pa (2ms; note vowel reduction in the
propretone). Though these forms do not have a

naturally long vowel in the prefix and therefore do
not fit thisrule, the hé prefix is atipoff that they
are Hiphil. The Hiphil participle of Hollow
verbsisoopn.

f. If there are only two root consonants, and the prefix of the Qal
Imperfect is pointed with a seré, the word is Pé Waw.
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12Y°  Qal imperfect 3mp from avh. cf. 99 from 121

g. If there are only two root consonants, and none of the above
rules applies, the word may be lAyin (Ayin.

niap ,2°97 ,297 are all from 220 (Qal Perfect 1cs, Hiphil
Perfect 3ms, and Hiphil Imperfect with waw consecutive 3ms

respectively).
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12. Guttural verbs differ from Strong verbs in the following ways:

F = no dagesforte; S = Silent Sewai replaced by hatep vowel; V =
Vocal Sawai is replaced by hatep vowel; A = Preference for
“aclass’ vowels. The letter rés also does not take dages
forte.

Piel perfect nixn with compensative lengthening
aa» with virtual doubling
an1 Niphal or Pie Perfect with virtual doubling
T2 Pid Perfect. No dagesfortein therés;
compensative lengthening

Qal imperfect Thy° hatép vowe for silent S8wai and
preference for “a’ vowel

Qal imperative 71y hatep vowe for vocal Sewai
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Procedurefor Analyzing Hebrew Verbs

13. Examine words to see whether they show any suffixes of the Perfect
or any prefixes (and suffixes) of the Imperfect. These clueswill give
you the tense and the Person, Number, and Gender.
« A verbisan infinitive construct if it has a preposition in
front of it (,2,2), or if it has possessive suffixes like those
used on anoun. Other recognition points of the Imperfect

also apply.

Supe, NI, IY, DuRY, PuRa?, INWY, PRIy
(From left to right: Qal infinitive construct from a
strong verb; Qal infinitive construct with a preposition
from alamed hé verb; Qal infintive construct with a
3ms suffix from wx; Pid infinitive construct; Niphal
infinitive construct; Qal infinitive construct from Pé
yod with a 3ms suffix; Hiphil infinitive construct from
apé ndn verb).

Infinitive constructs for Lamed Hé verbs end in ni
Infinitive constructs for Pé Yod and P& N{n verbs
endinn

* A verbisaninfinitive absoluteif it isused immediately
before or immediately after a finite verb of the same roaot.

Qal = ivp. In other patterns, standard recognition
forms for the Imperfect apply in identifying the
Infinitive Absolute.

 Avebisaparticipleif itisbyp, wp in the Qal (active and

passive respectively), Svi1 in the Niphal, or hasan prefix in
Piel--Hithpael (other Imperfect recognition points apply).
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» A verbisprobably an imperative if an imperativeis used
in an English trandation. Imperatives are formed by
removing the n prefix from the second person forms of the
Imperfect in Qal or Pidl, or by replacing it witha: (in
Niphal, Hiphil, and Hithpael; other Imperfect recognition
points apply).

14. Determine the Pattern of the verb:
A. If the verb (according to #13 above) is Perfect, the recognition
points are the following:
Qal--no prefixes, no dageses
Niphal--NGn prefix
Piel-Pual--dages forte in middle letter. (Look
for the“u” vowd in the Pual)
Hiphil--17 prefix (7 [strong verbg], i [pé waw] .
or 7 [hollow], 7 [gutturals])
Hophal--p3, (37 [ pé€ waw or hollow], ;7 [pé ndn])
Hithpael--ni

B. If the verb (according to #13 above) is Imperfect, the
recognition points are the following:
Qal--»> (°, p, %, 1 for Pé Yod; > etc. for Hollow)
Niphal--2> (Niphal triangle). %> with inital
guttural
Piel-Pual--5v»> (Note Sawai under the prefix and
dages forte in the middle | etter)
Hiphil--p> (3> Pé waw; > Pé yod, > Hollow)
Hophal--p> (» for Hollow or P& Yod; > for )
Hithpael--n», etc.

15. ldentify the root lettersin the form--usually two or three will be
present. Choosethethird letter. See#11 abovefor alist of rules on
how to determine the third root consonant.
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