Asherah in the Old Testament

~thCm-tan NcTT ~txBm-ta yK ™ exodus 34:13
erkT wrva-tan WrBvT

Exodus 34:13 You shall tear down their (pre-Israelite inhabitants of the land) altars, break their
pillars, and cut down their sacred poles

"'hthBzm ~hl in[t hK""a'YK T Deuteronomy 7:5
~hylyspll W[DgT ‘~hryvaw lrBvT ~tbCmil WicTT
‘vaB lliprfT

Deuteronomy 7:5 But this is how you must deal with them: break down their altars, smash their
pillars, hew down their sacred poles, and burn their idols with fire.

~TrBvi ~t&Bm-ta ~TCT ™ peuteronomy 12:3
~hyhla ylyspll vaB iprfT ~hyrvai ~thCm-ta
‘alhh ~AgMh-!m ~mv-ta ~TdBaw W[DgT

Deuteronomy 12:3 Break down their altars, smash their pillars, burn their sacred poles with
fire, and hew down the idols of their gods, and thus blot out their name from their places.

ICaa#['IK hrva Mt [Jt'al “TT Deuteronomy 16:21
s %L-hF[T rva ~yhla hihy xBzn

Deuteronomy 16:21 You shall not plant any tree as a sacred pole beside the altar that you
make for YAHWEH your God; The verb “plant” is used of nails, a tent, and people. Were

Asherim stylized trees?
e hihy yy[B ‘[rh-ta larfy-yb IFTW " sudges 3:7
~y1[Bh-ta lidb[Yv ~hyhla hihy-ta IXKwi

“thrvah-tau

Judges 3:7 The Israelites did what was evil in the sight of YAHWEH, forgetting YAHWEH their
God, and worshiping the Baals and the Asherahs. Elsewhere the Baals are associated with the
Ashtaroth.

xq hwhy AT rmali @athh hIyLB yhyw v sudges 6:25
T8rhi ~yv [bv yVh rpl ~ybal rva 'rAVh-rP-ta
wl[-rva hrvah-tai *ybal rva '1[Bh xBmm-ta
trkT

Judges 6:25 That night YAHWEH said to him, "Take your father's bull, the second bull seven
years old, and pull down the altar of Baal that belongs to your father, and cut down the sacred

ole that is beside it;
ot t A[Mh var I “yhta hihyl xBm tynbl ™ sudges 6:26
yc[B hIA[ tyl[hw ywh rPh-ta Txglw hkr[MB hth

trkT rva hrvah

Judges 6:26 and build an altar to YAHWEH your God on the top of the stronghold here, in
proper order; then take the second bull, and offer it as a burnt offering with the wood of the
sacred pole that you shall cut down."

XBzm #Tn hihi rgBB ‘ry[h yvna ImyKii ™ sudges 6:28
hI[h ywh rPh ‘taw htrK wl[-rva hrvahi 1[Bh
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YinBh xBMh-1[

Judges 6:28 When the townspeople rose early in the morning, the altar of Baal was broken
down, and the sacred pole beside it was cut down, and the second bull was offered on the altar

that had been built.
"nB-ta ackh vak-1a ‘ry[h yvna lireaff ™ sudges 6:30
hrvah trk yki I[Bh xBzm-ta #tn yK tmy
wl[-rva

Judges 6:30 Then the townspeople said to Joash, "Bring out your son, so that he may die, for he
has pulled down the altar of Baal and cut down the sacred pole beside it."

hnQh diny rvaK laffy-ta hiky hKhiv1kings 14:15

rva ‘tazh hbAJh hmtlah I[mi la#fy-ta vtw i~MB

IF[ rva [y rhNl rb[m ~rzi ~hytibal "t

‘hwhy-ta ~ysy[km ~hyrva-ta

1 Kings 14:15 "YAHWEH will strike Israel, as a reed is shaken in the water; he will root up Israel

out of this good land that he gave to their ancestors, and scatter them beyond the Euphrates,
because they have made their sacred poles, provoking YAHWEH to anger.

~yrvail tAbCmii tAmB ~h3 hMh-~g kY 1 kings 14:23
In[r #[-1K txtu hhby h[bc-1K 1[.
1 Kings 14:23 For they (Judeans) also built for themselves high places, pillars, and sacred
poles on every high hill and under every green tree; hence Asherah is not a tree. Cf. 2 Kgs

17:10. .
hrybtm ‘hrsy AMA hk[m-ta Y~gi ¥ 1 kings 15:13
HTclpm-ta ‘asa trk' hrval tclpm htf[-rva
lArdg IxnB @rfY

1 Kings 15:13 He also removed his mother Maacah from being queen mother, because she had
made an abominable image for Asherah; Asa cut down her image and burned it at the Wadi
Kidron.

Hrysh %IMR asa f~a hKm-~gi 2 chronicies 15:16
asa trkii tclpm hrval htf[-rva hrybtm

Ardg IxnB @rfYw qdWu HTclpm-ta

2 Chronicles 15:16 King Asa even removed his mother Maacah from being queen mother
because she had made an abominable image for Asherah. Asa cut down her image, crushed it,
and burned it at the Wadi Kidron. This is the only time when Kings and Chronicles mention
Asherah at the same place.

bara @sAff hrvah-ta baxa F[W*™ 1kings 16:33
ykim 1K larfy yhla hihy-ta ‘sy[khl tAffl
wpl yh rva larfy

1 Kings 16:33 Ahab also made a sacred pole. Ahab did more to provoke the anger of
YAHWEH, the God of Israel, than had all the kings of Israel who were before him.

larfy-1K-ta yla #bg xIv hT{iv™1kings 18:19
~\Vixi tham [Bra I[Bl yajbn-taw Imrkh rh-la
‘Ihzya 'xlv ylka tham [Bra ‘hrvah yaybnl
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1 Kings 18:19 Now therefore have all Israel assemble for me at Mount Carmel, with the four
hundred fifty prophets of Baal and the four hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat at
Jezebel's table." (These prophets are not part of the original LXX and may be secondary since
they play no role on Mt. Carmel. But whoever added this understood Asherah as a divine name.)

~[Bry-tyB twadxm Wrsal %al*™ 2 kings 13:6
hrvah ~gi %lh HB larfy-ta layyxh) jyjxhi-rva
TArmvB hdm[

2 Kings 13:6 Nevertheless they (in the days of Jehoahaz) did not depart from the sins of the
house of Jeroboam, which he caused Israel to sin, but walked in them; the sacred pole also

remained in Samaria.
h[bG-IK 1[. ~yrvan tAbCm ~hd WoCli ™ 2 kings 17:10
In[r #[-1K txtu hhbyg

2 Kings 17:10 they set up for themselves pillars and sacred poles on every high hill and under

e e[ ~hyhla huhy “tiem-IK-Ea IO ™ 2 kings 1715
waTva hriva If[" ~ylg[ iy j~ynvik hkSm ~hd
‘1[Bh-ta ldb[ Yy ~ymVh abc-1kl

2 Kings 17:16 They rejected all the commandments of YAHWEH their God and made for
themselves cast images of two calves; they made a sacred pole, worshiped all the host of
heaven, and served Baal. The host of heaven = the sons of El (God). See 2 Kgs 21:31 (2 Chr

33:3), 23:4, 6-7. )
) thCMh-ta 'rBwi tAmBh-ta rysh Yallh 2 kings 18:4
JK hvh hf[-rva tvxih vxi €Tki hrvah-ta trki
Al-argWi Al ~yrdgm ‘larfy-ymb lyn ‘hMhh ~ymfh-d[

1Tvxn

2 Kings 18:4 He (Hezekiah) removed the high places, broke down the pillars, and cut down the

sacred pole. He broke in pieces the bronze serpent that Moses had made, for until those days
the people of Israel had made offerings to it; it was called Nehushtan.

fhYgqzx dBa rva thmBh-ta oVl bviii 2 kings 21:3
baxa hff rvaK hrva f[fv 1[B¥ txm ~qff wha
~ta db[Yi ~mVh abc-Tkl IxTv¥w larfy %Im

2 Kings 21:3 For he (Manasseh) rebuilt the high places that his father Hezekiah had destroyed;
he erected altars for Baal, made a sacred pole, as King Ahab of Israel had done, worshiped all
the host of heaven, and served them.

tyBB hf[ rva hrvah IsP-ta ~fli* ™ 2kings 21:7
hz& tyBB Ab hmlv-law ‘diD-1a ‘hwhy rma rva
ymv-ta ~yfa larfy yjov 'IKm yTrxB rva ~I%irybl
~IA[1
2 Kings 21:7 The carved image of Asherah that he had made he set in the house of which
YAHWEH said to David and to his son Solomon, "In this house, and in Jerusalem, which | have

chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, | will put my name forever; 2 Chr 33:7 the image of the idol.
This implies in both cases an anthropomorphic image.

1Adén 'hKh WthIx -ta %IMHE wCyi ™ 2 kings 23:4
hihy Tkyhm ‘aycAhl {@Sh yrmv-taw hnvMh ynhK-taw
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abc Ikl hrvalw I[BI ~if[h ~yIRh-IK ta
afmi Ardg tAmdvB ~IViryl #ixm ~pafii ~ymvh
la-tyB ~rp[-ta
2 Kings 23:4 The king commanded the high priest Hilkiah, the priests of the second order, and
the guardians of the threshold, to bring out of the temple of YAHWEH all the vessels made for
Baal, for Asherah, and for all the host of heaven; he burned them outside Jerusalem in the

fields of the Kidron, and carried their ashes to Bethel. Chronicler abbreviates account of
Josiah and leaves out this reference to Asherah and the oneinv. 7.

#ixm hiky tyBm Mrvah-ta acti ™ 2 kings 23:6
qdiv 'Ardg IxnB Hta @rffy 'Ardg Dxn-la ~1¥iryl
‘~[h ynB rbg-1[ Hrp[-ta %Ivii rp[l
2 Kings 23:6 He brought out the image of Asherah from the house of YAHWEH, outside

Jerusalem, to the Wadi Kidron, burned it at the Wadi Kidron, beat it to dust and threw the dust of
it upon the graves of the common people.

hihy tybB rva ~yvdQh yTB-ta #TY ™ 2 kings 23:7
‘hrval ~TB ~v2tigra ~yvfh rva
2 Kings 23:7 He broke down the houses of the male temple prostitutes that were in the house
of YAHWEH, where the women did weaving for Asherah.

~yrvah-ta trkli tAbCMh-ta rBvii ™ 2 kings 23:14
‘~da tAmc[ ~mAgm-ta alLmyy

2 Kings 23:14 He broke the pillars in pieces, cut down the sacred poles, and covered the sites

with human bones.
rva hmBh lagtybB rva xBmh-ta ~gff*™ 2 «ings 23:15
~6 larfy-ta ayjxh rva 'jbn-IB ~[bry hfp
qdh hmBh-ta @rfiv #tn hmBh-tay alht xBMh-ta
‘hrva @rfv rp[l

2 Kings 23:15 Moreover, the altar at Bethel, the high place erected by Jeroboam son of Nebat,
who caused Israel to sin-- he (Josiah) pulled down that altar along with the high place. He burned
the high place, crushing it to dust; he also burned the sacred pole.

rBvyi tAmBhy rkiih tAXBzm-ta rsYt™ 2 chronicles 14:2
‘~yrvah-ta [Dyy tAbCMh-ta

2 Chronicles 14:3 He (Asa) took away the foreign altars and the high places, broke down the
pillars, hewed down the sacred poles, (Chronicles never refers to the goddess herself, except 2
Chr 15:16, which is taken from Kings)

rysh dA[# hwhy ykrdB ABI HBglii *™ 2 chronicles 17:6
"hdihym ~yrvah-tai tAmBh-ta

2 Chronicles 17:6 His (Jehoshaphat's) heart was courageous in the ways of YAHWEH; and
furthermore he removed the high places and the sacred poles from Judah.

%M[ Wacmn ~ybAj ~yrbD Iba ™ 2 chronicles 19:3
vrdl *obl thykhw #rah-!m ‘tArvah Tr[b-yK
‘~yhlah

2 Chronicles 19:3 Nevertheless, some good is found in you (Jehoshaphat), for you destroyed
the sacred poles (fem. pl.) out of the land, and have set your heart to seek God."
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"'hytAba tha (hWhy tyB'ta Wb?[Y WTT 2 Chronicles 24:18
hdihy-1[ @codhy ~yBc[h-tan ~yrvah-ta lidb[Y
“taz ~tmvaB ~Iviiry

2 Chronicles 24:18 They abandoned the house of YAHWEH (in the later years of Joash), the
God of their ancestors, and served the sacred poles and the idols. And wrath came upon Judah
and Jerusalem for this guilt of theirs.

| arfY' 1K Waty taz-1K tALKKl v > Chronicles 31:1
~yrigah I[Dgyw tAbCMh WrBwvyu thdithy yr[1 ~yacmih
Imtbll hdihy-1Km txBeMh-taw tAmBhi-ta licTny
vja laffy yB-1K lbivie hLkI-d[ hVmii ~yrpabl
s ~hyr[l Atixal
2 Chronicles 31:1 Now when all this was finished (in the time of Hezekiah), all Israel who were
present went out to the cities of Judah and broke down the pillars, hewed down the sacred
poles, and pulled down the high places and the altars throughout all Judah and Benjamin, and in

Ephraim and Manasseh, until they had destroyed them all. Then all the people of Israel returned
to their cities, all to their individual properties.

#Tn rva tAmBh-ta oYl bvii ™ 2 chronicles 33:3
thrva f[fw ~yI[BIl tAxBmm ~qfff wha WhYqgzxy
~ta db[fi ~ymVh abc-Tkl IXTi/Y

2 Chronicles 33:3 For he (Manasseh) rebuilt the high places that his father Hezekiah had pulled
down, and erected altars to the Baals, made sacred poles (fem. pl.), worshiped all the host of
heaven, and served them.

Al Atadx-Tki AL-re[hw AELptH ™2 chronicles 33:19

~yrvah ‘dym[hw ‘tAmB ~hb hnB rva thmgMhy

Yzix yrbD I ~ybiitK ~\h A[nKh ynpl ~yIsPhi

2 Chronicles 33:19 His (Manasseh’s) prayer, and how God received his entreaty, all his sin and

his faithlessness, the sites on which he built high places and set up the sacred poles and the
images, before he humbled himself, these are written in the records of the seers.

rin AL ‘alhw Ak3ml ~ynv hnfimviol ™ 2 chronicles 34:3
Ixh hnv hrf[ ~yTvbll wba dyD yhlal vArdl Ixh
~yIsPhir ~yrvahi ‘tAmBh-Im ~Iviirp ‘hdihy-ta rhjl

“tAKSMh

2 Chronicles 34:3 For in the eighth year of his (Josiah’s) reign, while he was still a boy, he
began to seek the God of his ancestor David, and in the twelfth year he began to purge Judah
and Jerusalem of the high places, the sacred poles, and the carved and the cast images.

~y/1[Bh tAxBzm ta wnpl UcTny 2 chronicles 34:4

~yIsPhi ~yrvahii [D6 ~hyl[m hl[ml-rva ~ynixhi

~yxbZh ~yrbQh yP-1[ ‘qrz¥i qdhw rBv “tAkSMh

~hl
2 Chronicles 34:4 In his presence they pulled down the altars of the Baals; he demolished the
incense altars that stood above them. He broke down the sacred poles and the carved and the

cast images; he made dust of them and scattered it over the graves of those who had sacrificed
to them.
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~yrvah-tay thxB:Mh-ta #Tni ™ 2 chronicles 34:7
#ra-1kB [D6 ~yMxh-Tkw gdhl tTK ~ylsPhy
s ~Iviryl bvfi larfy

2 Chronicles 34:7 he broke down the altars, beat the sacred poles and the images into
powder, and demolished all the incense altars throughout all the land of Israel. Then he returned

o Jerusalem.
o rvai wdy hf[m tixBih-1a h[vy ali isaian 17:8
~yhxhw ~yrvahi hary al wet[Bca [

Isaiah 17:8 they will not have regard for the altars, the work of their hands, and they will not look
to what their own fingers have made, either the sacred poles or the altars of incense.

rsh yrP-1K hzi bg[y-[ rPky taB k¥ misaian 27:9
tAcPim ‘rg4nbakK xB#n ynba-1K YAmIFB AtaJx
~nMxw ~yrva limgy-al

Isaiah 27:9 Therefore by this the guilt of Jacob will be expiated, and this will be the full fruit of the

removal of his sin: when he makes all the stones of the altars like chalkstones crushed to pieces,
no sacred poles or incense altars will remain standing.

#[-1[ ~hyrvar ~tAxBmm '~hynB rKzK “m seremian 17:2
“tAhbth tA[bG I n[r

Jeremiah 17:2 while their children remember their altars and their sacred poles, beside every
green tree, and on the high hills,

ANyr[ yTdmvhi ABrQm ~yryva yTVEW “™ micah 5:13

Micah 5:14 and | will uproot your sacred poles from among you and destroy your towns.
iNrfvan yeyn[ yna ~yBe[ 1 dA[ yL-hm ~yrpa *™ Hosea 14:9
acmn yrP yiMm In[r vArbK yna

Hosea 14:8 O Ephraim, what have | to do with idols? It is | who answer and look after you (pun
on Anat and Asherarh?). | am like an evergreen cypress; your faithfulness comes from me.

Ralph W. Klein
May 10, 2008
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